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the Praetor of Sicily "to inflict without delay the severest corporal punishment" on a Jew named IsTasas, who, according to Gregory's information, had "erected an altar to the blessed Elias, and deceived many Christians, impiously inducing them to worship there" ; and had also "bought Christian slaves, and employed them on his own service and for his own advantage."l With respect to the last offence, it should be mentioned that the Eoman law prohibited Jews from possessing Christian slaves,2 and even non-Christian slaves of Jews, if at any time they were converted, might at once claim their liberty. These arrangements Gregory upheld,3 directing that in such cases, if the slaves fled to the churches, they were to be protected by the bishops, and under no pretext were they to be restored to their masters, or any money paid for their redemption.4 If, however, any Christians had been long employed on land belonging to Jews, they might continue to cultivate it as before, not indeed as slaves, but as " coloni," paying a fixed rent, but not being liable to other requisitions.5 In the case of slaves brought by Jews from foreign parts for sale, Gregory ordered that, if they were Christians, they must be sold within forty days, if pagans who afterwards desired to become Christians, they must be sold within three months. If in either case the sale was delayed beyond these limits, the slave became free.6 It seems that the traffic in Christian slaves brought from Gaul was particularly scandalous, and Gregory at one time contemplated taking the extreme measure of interdicting it altogether. But an influential Jew named Basilius, with several others, managed to pacify him, pointing out that it was only
1  Epp. iii. 37.
2  Cod. i. 10.   Eusebius (V. Constcmtini, iv. 27) says that Constantine forbade Jews to have Christian slaves.   So also Leg. Wisig. xi. 2,12.
3  Epp. ii. 6 ; iii. 37; iv. 9, 21; vii. 21; viii. 21; ix. 104, 213, 215.
4  Epp. iv. 9: " Quilibet ludaeorum servus ad venerabilia loca fidei causa confugerit, nullatenus euro, patiamini preiudicium sustinere.   Sed sive olim christianus, sive nunc fuerit baptizatus, sine ullo pauperum damno religioso ecclesiasticae pietatis patrocinio in libertatem modis omnibus defendatur."
5  Epp. iv. 21: "Ad colenda quae consueverant rura permaneant, pensiones praedictis viris praebeant, cuncta quae de colonis vel originariis iura praecipiunt peragant.   Nihil eis extra haec oneris amplius indicatur."
6  Epp. vi. 29; ix. 104.    Gregory, however, made allowance if the sale was delayed beyond the specified time on account of the slave's falling ill, " quia rem quae culpa caret ad damnum vocari non convenit."